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What do you think about when you hear the word “passion?” I think of intensity. 

Passion is intense. Thinking about adjectives that are used to describe passion, I think 

of “burning passion.”  Indeed, my passion can be ignited, burn steadily, be quenched, be stoked, and be 

extinguished. My passion can burn out if it runs out of fuel. My passion can cool down.  My passion can 

light passion in others.  My passion is maintained more easily in the midst of other passionate people. 

     A favorite teaching illustration contrasts how a burning ember separated from the fire is soon dead, 

while the embers close to other burning embers stay hot.  Many of us have experienced the campfire 

devotional that begins with a single candle in the midst of darkness.  When that one candle is used to 

light many candles, the entire campfire area becomes light. 

 

     Question.  How passionate is your faith?  Do you light a fire in others?  Or does your presence tend to 

blow out the other flames?  Passion is easier in community.  Mobs are often composed of a few 

genuinely passionate people and many others whose passion is momentary. 

 

     Question.  What do those who observe your life say you are passionate about?  Where, who, what is 

the center of your life?  Jesus speaks very clearly about the priority order for establishing your #1 

passion.  Spiritual passion puts possessions, personal wants, pleasure, and sometimes even friends and 

family, in their proper place.   

 

     This week’s challenge – increase our spiritual passion.  “Lord, may we be passionate Christians.”  As a 

burning fire, your passion depends on a good supply of fuel for the soul.  Time with God, time with God’s 

Word, time listening to words of admonition and encouragement, sharing the passion. 
 


